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You cannot change the 
world on the outside of 

you, if the world is inside 
of you
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The City: 
what was it like?



Cultural Influence:
what was its thinking?
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ÅRoman Colony ςlaw and administration

ÅGreek mindset : dualistic spirituality

ïPuffed-up mind

ïBoast in their intellect and new ways of thinking

ïDivorce action in the body and action in the spirit



Church: 
lots of life, but lots of trouble

ÅPlanted by Paul 18 months ago and was 20 
yrs after Christ had died

ÅMany issues: division, immorality, litigation, 
idolatry, men and women, food offered to idols, 
Spiritual gifts etc.

ÅCharismatic church ςoperating in the gifts of 
the spirit

ïFocus on the outside life, not the inside life
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The letters and the visits
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Visit 1 : Acts 18 ςPaul planting the Church in 
Corinth

Letter 1 ς(1 Cor5:9) we have lost this letter. 
Probably written shortly after his planting the church 
to encourage and affirm and give basic guidance.

Letter 2 (our 1 Corinthians) ςwritten as a response 
ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƭƻŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
them about (1 Cor7:1)
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Visit 2 : Made in response to the Church not 
receiving and repenting 1 Cor ƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ Iƛǎ άǇŀƛƴŦǳƭέ 
visit (2 Cor 2:1)

Letter 3 ςǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǎŜǾŜǊŜέ 
letter written after he was rejected upon his second visit 
(2 Cor2v4).  
Letter 4 (our 2 Corinthians) ςwritten with great joy upon 
hearing that his second letter was received positively. 

Visit 3 : so thrilled they had received his rebuke he 
returned to visit. 



The Church in the world
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Corinth was PROUD, MATERIALLY PROSPEROUS and MORALLY CORRUPT.

Where are we becoming reliant on our own resources 
for strength, security and peace? 

Where are we allowing pursuit of material blessing to 
come before our pursuit of Him?

Where are we allowing the values of the world to 
infiltrate the church and our worldview?


